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MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. YOUNG) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to.: 

S. RES. 421 

Whereas on February 14, 2018, a mass 
shooting took place at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
mourn the 17 innocent lives that were lost at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
this unthinkable tragedy; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
continue to pray for those who were wounded 
in the attack and continue to recover; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
are grateful for the quick action of first re-
sponders who cared for the injured: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the senseless attack at Mar-

jory Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida, that took place on Wednesday, 
February 14, 2018; 

(2) honors the memory of the victims that 
were killed; 

(3) expresses hope for a full and speedy re-
covery and pledges continued support for 
people that were injured in the attack; 

(4) offers heartfelt condolences and deepest 
sympathies to all of the students, teachers, 
administrators, and faculty of Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, as well as 
the families, friends, and loved ones affected 
by the tragedy; and 

(5) honors the selfless and dedicated serv-
ice of— 

(A) the teachers, school administrators, 
school support staff, medical professionals, 
and other individuals in the Broward County 
community; 

(B) the emergency response teams and law 
enforcement officials who responded to the 
call of duty; and 

(C) the law enforcement officials who con-
tinue to investigate the attack. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 422—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2, 2018, AS ‘‘READ 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY’’ 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mr. MARKEY, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to.: 

S. RES. 422 

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for 
quality education and professional success 
and a source of pleasure throughout life; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
must be able to read if the United States is 
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy; 

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through the programs authorized 
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-

cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and 
through annual appropriations for library 
and literacy programs; and 

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education 
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel (com-
monly known as ‘‘Dr. Seuss’’), as a day to 
celebrate reading: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 2, 2018, as ‘‘Read 

Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors— 
(A) all authors for their success in encour-

aging children to discover the joy of reading; 
and 

(B) the 21st anniversary of Read Across 
America Day; and 

(3) encourages— 
(A) parents, educators, and communities to 

read with children for at least 30 minutes on 
Read Across America Day and promote a 
love of reading and opportunities for all chil-
dren to see themselves reflected in literature 
in honor of the commitment of the Senate to 
building a country of readers; and 

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve Read Across America Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 423—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2018, AS 
‘‘RARE DISEASE DAY’’ 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Ms. WARREN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. HATCH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 423 

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is one 
that affects a small number of patients, 
which in the United States is considered to 
be a population of less than 200,000 individ-
uals; 

Whereas, as of February 2018, nearly 7,000 
rare diseases affect approximately 30,000,000 
people in the United States and their fami-
lies; 

Whereas children with rare diseases ac-
count for about half of the population af-
fected by rare diseases in the United States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious 
and life-threatening and lack effective treat-
ments; 

Whereas, as a result of the Orphan Drug 
Act (Public Law 97–414; 96 Stat. 2049), impor-
tant advances have been made in the re-
search and treatment of rare diseases; 

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made great strides in gathering pa-
tient perspectives to inform the drug review 
process as part of the Patient-Focused Drug 
Development program, an initiative that 
originated under the Food and Drug Admin-
istration Safety and Innovation Act (Public 
Law 112–144; 126 Stat. 993); 

Whereas, although more than 600 drugs and 
biological products have been approved by 
the Food and Drug Administration for the 
treatment of rare diseases, millions of people 
in the United States have a rare disease for 
which there is no approved treatment; 

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving, 
treatments still remain significant chal-
lenges for people with rare diseases and their 
families; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude aplastic anemia, porphyria, spina 
bifida, stiff person syndrome, Gaucher dis-

ease, diffuse pulmonary lymphangiomatosis, 
adrenoleukodystrophy, Noonan syndrome, 
Rett syndrome, Moebius syndrome, 
Castleman Disease, epidermolytic 
ichthyosis, and short bowel syndrome; 

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include— 

(1) difficulty in obtaining an accurate diag-
nosis; 

(2) limited treatment options; and 
(3) difficulty finding physicians or treat-

ment centers with expertise in rare diseases; 
Whereas the rare disease community 

gained important new tools during the 115th 
Congress with the enactment of the FDA Re-
authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–52; 
131 Stat. 1005), which— 

(1) advanced and facilitated the develop-
ment and timely approval of drugs and bio-
logics for rare diseases, including diseases af-
fecting children; 

(2) reauthorized user fees to help deliver 
safe and effective treatments to individuals 
with rare diseases; 

(3) supported the utilization of real-world 
evidence; 

(4) supported patient-focused drug develop-
ment; and 

(5) supported the National Evaluation Sys-
tem for Health Technology; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to support 
and facilitate rare disease research and 
treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders (referred to as ‘‘NORD’’ in 
this preamble), a nonprofit organization es-
tablished in 1983 to provide services to and 
advocate on behalf of patients with rare dis-
eases, remains a critical public voice for peo-
ple with rare diseases; 

Whereas 2018 marks the 35th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act and 
the establishment of NORD; 

Whereas NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day 
in the United States and partners with many 
other major rare disease organizations to in-
crease public awareness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each 
year on the last day of February; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event 
that was first observed in the United States 
on February 28, 2009, and observed in more 
than 94 countries in 2017; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to 
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease 
patients around the world: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2018, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for 
rare diseases and disorders. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I have 11 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
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